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Rainbow Lake bees
busy at work

You might have noticed
something new on the smaller of the
lake’s two islands: 2 wooden box
several feet tall and about 16 inches
wide. It’s a beehive, installed last
summer by Brandt Hill, who hopes
to have the first batch of Rainbow
Lake honey next year.

Brandt, the son of longtime lake
resident Betsy Hill, has been
fascinated by apiculture since he was
a kid, thanks to a neighbor who kept
a vibrant hive in her kitchen. He
earned a beekeeping certification
from Penn State during the
COVID-19 pandemic and
established his own hive three years
ago in Killington, Vermont.

The new hive almost didn’t
make it to its home on Rainbow
Lake when the boat Brandt was
using to transport it sprung a leak,

forcing him to race against time as s . . :
8 & Chris Williams walks around the lake, water bottle in hand, rain ot shine,

as he gets his daily steps in. Chris moved here with his family in October
2012 after living in Los Angeles for 11 years. He’d just started working as an

water seeped in.
The now safely installed hive
holds up to 60,000 bees during peak

, animator at Blue Sky Studios, where he contributed to such features as Cloudy
season and is expected to produce

with a Chance of Meatballs and The Peanuts Movze. Before that, he worked on the

wildflower honey flavored by the early Spider-Man films starring Tobey Maguire (when Spidey was swinging

lake’s clover, aster, and goldenrod. around the city, that was Chris’s art at work). He now works at Skydance

Animation, which is headed by Pixar’s John Lasseter.

He’s also working on a personal project, an animated short film titled The
Sketchbook, based on the true story of a 16-year-old World War I soldier
looking for his father.

Chris’s house, at the junction of Bennetts Farm Road, Limestone Road,
and Lakeside Drive, was built in 1760—it still has the original beehive oven—
and used to belong to Willie Winthrop, the developer who built the Rainbow
Lake community in the 1930s and ’40s. A native of Ottawa, Canada, Chris
and his two sons, Aiden, 25, and Ryan, 20, have laced up on the beach behind
their house and played hours of hockey on the lake. He says winter ice was

Brandt maintains the hive weekly
from spring to fall, checking for
health and pests, and will visit
monthly in winter. Pollinators like
bees are important for the
ecosystem, and the project has
sparked an outpouring of
community support.

Despite not wearing any
protective gear, Brandt has been

stung only a few times in his five . . .
gomy one of the family’s main reasons for moving here.
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RLA board member David Sarath still lives on the street where he was
born and raised. His parents, Ed and Flo, moved to Lakeside Drive in 1957,
raised seven children, and never left. Except for 11 years spent in San

Francisco, where he worked with children and adults with autism before
becoming a carpenter, David has lived his whole life on the lake. His
youngest sibling, Steven, lives across the street.

David and his wife, Jane, got married in 1991 and raised four children—
Josh, 32; Sam, 29; Pete, 27; and Annie, 21—on Rainbow Lake. After Sam was
born, David became a stay-at-home dad, coaching more Little League and

youth hockey games than he can remember and running an after-school chess

program at Ridgebury Elementary School. He’s also been known to take on

carpentry projects around the neighborhood.

Growing up on Rainbow Lake gave David a deep appreciation for nature
and especially for the lake itself. This inspired him to join the RLA board in
1992, and he’s served ever since. Like many longtime residents, he is also

charmed by the neighborhood’s eclectic mix of characters.

It’s not too late to become a
2025 RLA membet! If you have not

joined this year, please visit our venom, which could potentially be »Oct 1 Twinkle BelMeo
) . ) .. 3  Teren Block
website at rainbowlake.org or fill out used in anti-inflammatory and other .
: . 9 Sandy Grannis
the form below and mail us a check. medicine for people. . .
. . 13  Randy Liebowitz
Also, please consider donating to the He plans to donate the honey 30 Eric Madsen
Green to Clean campaign, which will | from the hives to the RLA to fund »Nov 7 Jeff Florio
help us fund a new, eco-friendly community projects like water- 9 Walker Liebowitz
treatment to keep Rainbow Lake quality improvements to ensure the 20 Mike Delaporte
healthy and beautiful. lake’s ecological health. » Dec13 Jack Peterson
= me e e e e e e e e e e m e e — e m e m e —————————————
2025 RLA DONATION FORM (Fall 2025)
Name Phone Email
Address
Green to Clean Project $
MEMBERSHIP _ General $195 ¢  LakeView $350 e _ Lakefront $400

Beehive continued from front

years of beekeeping, thanks to gentle
handling techniques. He’s exploring
the possibility of harvesting bee

Frightful fun

Boos and ghouls, get decked out

in your holiday finery, and strut your

scary stuff at the sixth annual
Rainbow Lake Halloween Parade
on Friday, October 31. Bring a
flashlight and meet at Lakeside
Beach by 5 p.m. Neighbors, come

scream and howl for our trick-or-

treaters (candy gratefully accepted).

One free boat sticker (required to dock a boat/kayak at the beach)

Additional donations
Summer beach maintenance $

Lake ImprovementFund $_ e

¢ One extra boat sticker

No

TOTALAMOUNT $

Specialevents $
$15

Mail this form, with a check payable to RLA, to RLA, 124 Mountain Road, Ridgefield, CT 06877.


http://www.rainbowlake.org/

